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SITE INFORMATION 
 

*SURVEY DATE:  December 13, 2012   *ADDRESS:  30534 461th Ave.  

*SURVEYOR: Jim Stone   *COUNTY: Clay  

 *CITY: Wakonda  
 

LOCATION DESCRIPTION:  Vermillion, from the intersection of South Dakota H ighway 50 bi -pass and  
South Dakota Highway 19, North 3 miles to 314 th  Street, turn right (East) 1.2 mile to 463 rd Ave.,turn left 

(North) about ¾ mile, on the right (East) side. 

LEGAL DESCRIPTION:     NW ¼,  25 – 93 – 52  Spirit Mound Twp.  

 

 
*QUARTER 1:      NW 1/4  OWNER NAME:  Robert L. & Patric ia Macy              

*QUARTER 2:    OWNER ADDRESS:  P.O. Box 512  

*TOWNSHIP:  Spirit Mound   OWNER CITY: Wellsburg  

*RANGE:          52  OWNER STATE:  Iowa 

*SECTION:         25  OWNER ZIP: 50680 

ACRES:         158   QUAD NAME:   

OWNER CODE 1:    P    
OWNER CODE 2:     
OWNER CODE 3:     

     
 

 

HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE 
 

*DOE:   REGISTER NAME:   

*DOE DATE:    MULTIPLE PROPERTY NAME:   

REASON INELIGIBLE:     

   

   CATEGORY:   

NOMINATION STATUS:    SIGNIFICANCE LEVEL 1:  N      S      L  

DATE LISTED:    SIGNIFICANCE LEVEL 2:  N      S      L 

REFERENCE NUMBER:     

HISTORIC DISTRICT RATING:  C   or   NC  CRITERIA 1:  A     B     C     D  
PERIOD:   CRITERIA 2:  A     B     C     D  

   CRITERIA 3:  A     B     C     D  
   CRITERIA 4:  A     B     C     D  
     

SIGNIFICANCE NOTES:   

 

 

   
 
STRUCTURE DETAILS 
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SHPO ID:   

*PROPERTY NAME:   

OTHER NAME:   

     

CURRENT FUNCTION: Vacant   FOUNDATION:  
Poured concrete 
foundation  

CURRENT SUBFUNCTION:  Vacant   ROOF MATERIAL:  Cedar shingles  

HISTORIC FUNCTION: Horse bar n  ROOF SHAPE:  Gable  

HISTORIC SUBFUNCTION:  Hay storage   STRUCTURAL SYSTEM:  Balloon framing  

   STYLE: Gable roof barn  

OCCUPIED: No  TYPE: Livestock barn  

ACCESSIBLE:  
Yes with 
permission   WALLS:  

2x6 studs with 1x6 
#106 drop siding 
and ½”x6” cedar 
lap sid ing  

 
STORIES:          2  SIGNIFICANT PERSON:   Robert S. Howey  

*DATE OF CONSTRUCTION:      1870’s   CULTURAL AFFILIATION:      English / German  

 
 

ALTERED/MOVED NOTES:     Original site.  Any evidence of horse stalls has be en removed.    

Remodeled into a granary.  West 10’ x 16’ granaries go up into the  hayloft for 13’ tall granaries .  The NE  

10’x18’ granaries go up into hayloft for 10’ tall g ranaries. Concrete floors and foundation were poure d  

at the time of remodel.  Hayloft floor removed in g ranary areas.  Some floor joists left for support.  
Exterior walls in granary areas have extra studs ad ded for 12” O.C. stud walls.  Original foundation w as 
native stone mortared with sand and lime.  North le an-to was added later.  

INTERIOR NOTES: Has two row s of 6x6 posts, with (2) 2x6’s for a beam.  6x6 pos ts in hayloft  with 4x6    

  8’ back to the wall and a 4x4 posts and one 2x6 bea m, 7’ from exterior wall up to support rafters.  Th e   

 posts and beams are mortised and tendon with round pegs.  Floor joi sts are 2x6’s.     

OTHER NOTES:  2x6 stud walls with 1x6 #106 drop siding and 1/2”x6 ” cedar lap siding, which was    

added later.  2x6 studs, floor joists and 6x6’s are  rough sawn cottonwood.  No evidence of any windows , 

  Except in the South gable end,  which was either a louvered opening or a very narro w window.  

   

*PHYSICAL NOTES:  Barn is in poor condition.  

 

 

 
 

 
*UTM ZONE:  *RESTRICTED: Y   or   N  

*UTM EASTING:    

*UTM NORTHING:   
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PHOTOGRAPHER:  Jim Stone   ROLL NUMBER:   
DATE OF PHOTO:             December 13, 2012   PHOTO NUMBER: 1 

   CAMERA DIRECTION:  Looking NE, SW corner  

 

 
PHOTOGRAPHER:  Jim Stone   ROLL NUMBER:   
DATE OF PHOTO:            December 13, 2012   PHOTO NUMBER: 2 

   CAMERA DIRECTION: Looking NW, SE corner  
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PHOTOGRAPHER:  Jim Stone   ROLL NUMBER:   
DATE OF PHOTO:   December 13, 2012   PHOTO NUMBER: 3 

   CAMERA DIRECTION:  Looking SW, NE corner  
 

 
PHOTOGRAPHER:  Jim Stone   ROLL NUMBER:   
DATE OF PHOTO:   December 13, 2012   PHOTO NUMBER: 4 

   CAMERA DIRECTION:  Looking SE, NW corner  
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PHOTOGRAPHER:  Jim Stone   ROLL NUMBER:   
DATE OF PHOTO:    December 13, 2012   PHOTO NUMBER: 5 

   CAMERA DIRECTION:  

First floor, looking NE, 
6x6 post,(2) 2x6’s beam, 

2x6 floor joists and 
granary wall  

 

 
PHOTOGRAPHER:  Jim Stone   ROLL NUMBER:   
DATE OF PHOTO:             December 13, 2012   PHOTO NUMBER: 6 

   CAMERA DIRECTION:  

Hayloft, looking NE, 
short 6x6 posts with 4x6 
beam and 4x4 posts up 
to rafters. All mortised 
and tendon with pegs.  
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PHOTOGRAPHER:  Jim Stone   ROLL NUMBER:   
DATE OF PHOTO:      December 13, 2012   PHOTO NUMBER: 7 

   CAMERA DIRECTION:  

Hayloft, looking NW, 
granary that extends into 

hayloft on West side.  
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History 

 
 

Robert S. Howey homesteaded this land in 1869.  He received his land patent February 14, 1874.  It was 
listed as a “tree claim”.   Mr. Howey agreed to plant 10% of the land with trees to qualify the land as a 
tree claim.   He named this farm “Walnut Grove”.  Most of the buildings were built in the 1870’s. 
The first house was a dug out with walls of native stone mortared with sand and lime.  In the 1870’s a 
home was built on top of the dugout.  The dugout became the partial basement of the house.  The house 
is still standing today.   Mr. and Mrs. Howey and six children lived in this dugout, which measured 
about 12’ wide and 14’ long! 
 
The 1912 Clay County atlas listed Hilda Howey (wife of Robert S. Howey) as the owner. 
 
Benjamin Harry Macy bought this farm and moved here March 1, 1915. 
 
The 1924, 1937 and 1956 Clay County atlas listed B. Harry Macy as the owner.  This farm has been in 
the Macy family for 97 years.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Howey Family Genealogy 
 
Robert Singer Howey born Jan.4, 1832, Rouse’s Point, Canada.  Died Aug. 18, 1905 Vermillion, South 
Dakota. Buried  Bluff View Cemetery Aug 20, 1905. 
 
Married  - Anna S. Hart in 1856.  She was born Sept. 4, 1838, Charlotsville, Canada.  Died Mar. 8, 1881 
at Vermillion, South Dakota. 
 
Their  eleven children : 
Caroline M. (Howey) Spencer, born April 16, 1857, Portage, Wisconsin.  Married Oct. 8, 1874 
Ella M (Howey) Hartwell, Born Mar 10, 1859, Portage, Wisconsin.   Married Dec ?, 1877. 
Rozetta E. (Howey) Vaughn, Born Sept. 14, 1861, Simco Canada.  Married July 26, 1881. 
Amanda M. (Howey) Fralle, Born June 3, 1863, Simco, Canada.   Married Aug 23, 1882. 
                                               Died Oct. 23, 1897. 
John E Howey, Born Febr. 11, 1866, Osian, Iowa.  Married Martha Olson, Dec. 9, 1891.  
    Died Dec. 23, 1892. 
Elmer J. Howey, Born Jan. 7, 1869 Sioux City Iowa.  Married June 14, 1907.  Died 1918. 
Olive (Howey) Dye, Born Febr.17, 1871, Vermillion, South Dakota.  Married Febr. 22, 1892. 
Adelbert “Delbert” Howey, Born May 23, 1873, Vermillion, South Dakota.  Married Betsy Olson, Aug. 
6, 1893.   Died July 25, 1901. 
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Inez (Howey) Bookhart, Born Oct. 3, 1876, Vermillion, South Dakota.  Married G. Bookhart, Dec. 1, 
1902. 
Isaac Howey, Born Aug. 21, 1879, Vermillion, South Dakota.  Died Sept. 1, 1879. 
Robert T. Howey, Born Mar. 3,1881, Vermillion, South Dakota.  Married Clara Ellingson, Nov. 26, 
1902.  Died at Hitchrock, South Dakota. 
 
 
 
 
Anna (Hart) Howey died Mar. 8, 1881, at Vermillion, South Dakota and is buried at Vermillion. 
She was 43 years old. This left her husband of 25 years of marriage and 10 living children. 
 
On October 1, 1881 Robert S Howey married  Hilda Goodburn of Postville, Iowa. 
 
Their four children : 
 
Ethel (Howey) Lull, Born Nov. 12 1882 at Vermillion, South Dakota.  Married Edward Proctor Lull,        
  Febr. 26, 1902 
Wallace Howey, Born Nov. 29, 1884 at Vermillion, South Dakota.  Married Elizabeth Clifton, Dec. 11,  
  1904. 
William Howey, Born Dec.17, 1892 at Vermillion, South Dakota.  Married Pearl Simonson, June 4,  
  1917. 
Earl Singer Howey, Born Febr.1, 1898 at Vermillion, South Dakota.  Married Marquerite, July 5, 1920. 
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