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‘Home ... we live in its grace.’
Mark Twain

This manual is designed for those
curious about the formal qualities of
our built environment by providing a
concise language of architectural
style. However buildings rarely obey
the precise ‘laws’ of style and
instead adopt and display the diverse
and exciting blend of  building
traditions,  local  craftsmanship,
ethnic influence, geography and
personal desire.

The layout of this guide is
chronological in regards to the brief
yet significant history of architecture
in the United States, with special
attention to the buildings of
Vermillion.  Oftentimes cultural
movements and trends are reactions
to predecessors, so I have been
careful to add references to those
styles of architecture which are too
old to find in authentic form. but
will appear in Vermillion as either a
revival or part of the Postmodernist
Movement. However, this guide is
meant to be an introduction and is
not  comprehensive...there  are
omissions.

My intent in writing this booklet was
to share my personal passion for
interpreting the rich and varied
stories that architecture has to tell.
Buildings are narratives of our past
and if we listen carefully they can
inform us of all those things our
ancestors cherished. Additionally, a
building can express through its
visual form ideas, ideals, character,
aspirations and dreams.
Understanding the complex
language of architecture is the first
step to the enjoyment of their
profound and engaging stories, as
well as their unique personality.



Eighteenth-Century Architectural
Styles in the United States

*Gable:
triangular upper
portion of a wall
atthe end of a
pitched roof.
Normally has
straight sides,
but there are
variants.

*Shutter: a
hinged cover or
screen for a
window, usually
fitted with
louvers.

¢+Clapboard:
long narrow
board with one
edge thicker
than the other,
overlapped
horizontally to
cover the outer
walls of frame
structures.

Georgian

Modeled after the more elaborate
homes of England, the Georgian
style dominated the British
colonies in the 1700s. Most
surviving Georgians have side-
gabled¢ roofs, are two to three
stories high, and are constructed
in brick. Georgian homes almost
always feature an orderly row of
five windows across the second

story.

Saltbox

The sharply sloping gable roof
that resembled the boxes used for
storing salt was how the style was
named. The step roofline often
plunges from two and one-half
stories in front to a single story in
the rear. These square or
rectangular homes typically have
a large central chimney and large,
double-hung  windows¢  with
shutters*. Exterior walls are made
of clapboard¢ or shingles.

Federal

Federal-style homes are often
called Adamesque or Adam Style
after the English brothers who
popularized them. Federal-style
architecture appears in the late
1700s throughout the Colonies
and coincided with an interest in
classical Greek and Roman
culture. Features include swags
and garlands®, elliptical
windows*, and other decorative
details applied to rectangular
Georgian houses. The style that
emerged resembles Georgian, but
is more delicate and more formal.
Many Federal-style homes have a
Palladian window* on the second
story above the front door. The
front door usually has sidelights
and a semicircular fanlight as
pictured below.
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*Swags and
Garland

Six over Six
Window

¢Elliptical
Window: also
known as an
Adam window.

+Palladian
Window: a
window with
three opening,
the central one
arched and
wider than the
others. Also
known as a
Venetian
window.



Nineteenth-Century Architectural
Styles in Vermillion
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Bracket: small
supporting
piece often
formed of
scrolls and
produced to
carry a weight.

+Bracketed
Cornice:
projecting
ornamental
molding along
the top of a
building,
supported by a
series of
brackets,
sometimes in
pairs.

*Belvedere: A
roofed
structure,
especially a
small pavilion or
tower on top of
a building.

Italianate

Andrew Jackson Downing, a
prominent landscape designer
from New York, published
popular house-pattern books that
included  elaborate  Italianate
designs for the wealthy, as well as
modest workers' cottages and
farmhouses.  Italianate  homes,
which appeared in Midwest
between 1850 and 1880, can be
quite ornate despite their solid
square shape. Features include
symmetrical bay windows in
front, wide eaves with heavily
bracketed cornices¢, tall, narrow,
windows, steep pitch roofs and
often times topped by a cupola or
belvedere®. Later  Italianate
structures  would  incorporate
elements of Second Empire style,
such as mansard roofs and
decorative window hoods. A fine
example of the style is located at
15 Austin Street as pictured
above.
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Gothic Revival

Builders across the country helped
popularize the style, thanks to
architectural pattern books such as
Alexander Jackson Davis'
influential  Rural  Residences
published in 1837. The invention
of the scroll saw and mass-
produced wood moldings allowed
a few of these structures to mimic
the florid fenestrationt of the
medieval High Gothic. These
structures adapted Gothic
elements such as pointed arches*,
steep gables, and towers to
traditional American light-frame
construction. But in most cases,
Carpenter Gothic buildings were
relatively unadorned, retaining
only the basic elements of
pointed-arch windows and steep
gables decorated with elaborated
bargeboards¢. The style fell out of
fashion for residences after the
Civil War but will retain its
popularity for sacred architecture
throughout the century, such as
the former church at Washington
and Cedar.

*Fenestration:
arrangement of
windows in a
building.

+Gothic arch:
sharp-pointed
arch formed of
two arc
segments.

*Bargeboard:
A board, often
ornately carved
or pierced, fixed
to the projecting
edge of a gable
roof. Also
known as a
vergeboard.
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set vertically on
each side of a
door.

*The cornice
lies above the
frieze, which
rests on the
architrave, all
supported by
columns, which
composes the
entablature.

a columned portico*, similar to a
Greek temple. Windows were
often floor-length, with six-over-
siX or nine-over-nine panes with
classic moldings. Ornamentation
in Greek Revival homes was bold,
including architrave, frieze and
cornicet. Vermillion and other
small communities often lack
domestic architecture of this style.
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building parts. The windows were
a mixture of sizes and shapes.
These homes were often built with
a circular turret* usually offset
with a candle-snuffer peaked roof
in a prominent corner of the
building. More elaborate
expressions of Queen Anne will
include a multitude of decorative
trims, oriel windows and a mix of
building materials. There is a

lovely restrained Queen Anne at
122 Yale Street.

*QOriel
Window: a
form of bay

window which
project from the
main wall of the
building but
does not reach
to the ground.

*Chimney
Pots
















































